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"tion was restrospectlve, In times when there was danger
from Catholics the test ought to have been made political,
and not religions.
He saw that intolerance was a weakness to the nation,
for it excluded or drove out good citizens, and he illustrated
this by the injury done to France by the revocation of the
Edict of Nantes.   " The constitution, both civil and ecclesi-
astical, previous to this period, had remained unmolested
and  unimpaired;  there existed  no test;   protestants  and
catholics were indiscriminately admitted into civil and mili-
tary offices; but by that rash measure, liberality and tolera-
tion were thrown away; the arts and  manufactures were
driven into other countries, to flourish  in  a  more genial
soil and under a milder form of government.    This should
serve as a caution to the church of England.    Persecution
might prevail for a time, but It generally terminated in the
punishment of Its abettors."1    It also deprived the nation
of the stimulating effects of free discussion.    "Since that
time it (the church) had flourished and improved ; but how ?
By toleration and moderate behaviour.   And how had these
been produced?   By the members of the establishecUrfiurch
being forced to hear the arguments of the dissenters ; by
their being obliged to oppose argument to argument, instead
of imposing silence by the strong hand of power; by that
modest confidence in  the truth of their own tenets  and
charity for those of others, which the collision of opinions
in open and liberal discussion among men living under the
same government, and equally protected by it, never failed
to produce."2    His whole career shows that no man had a
clearer appreciation than Fox of what England owed to that
atmosphere of intellectual conflict which had left such a
lasting impression on Voltaire.
There is one modern idea that neither he nor anyone
else in politics had yet appreciated, for he assumed in all
1 Motion for the Repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, March 2, 1790.
Vol. iv. p. 65.
2 Speeches^ vol. iv. p. 5.